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sway, the largest local authority is undoubtedly the
council of a rural county, such as Devonshire. ^We
specify "rural" because industrial areas inside the
county are to a large extent—as we shall explain in a
moment'—withdrawn from the direct control of the
County Council. .Nevertheless, we shall leave the
County Council to be discussed later for two reasons:
rural England has, on the average, a rather less
vigorous political life, and the work of the councils is
therefore not quite so interesting; and the readers of
this book will be mostly town dwellers.
The form of government prevailing in our town
may belong to any of three types, and the size of its
population will mainly determine which. If it has
more than 50,000 inhabitants it will probably be a
county borough, which means that the Borough
Council is entirely immune from the intervention of the
council of the county in which the borough happens
to be situated: such a borough constitutes an adminis-
trative county of its own. More than eighty of these
county boroughs having been established since 1888,
admission to the rank is now conceded only to towns
with a population of at least 100,000. Next there
is the municipal borough, a category into which
our town, if it is ancient or has a population of more
than 20,000 (and less than 50,000), is sure to fall.
Municipal boroughs are of several different types—
some are called cities, which usually betokens the seat
of a bishop; many,^but not all, have their separate
Quarter Sessions and Recorder; and the smallest, with
a population of less than 10,000 but an ancient dignity
to preserve them from entire extinction, differ from
the rest in having no coroner even of thek own. But
all municipal boroughs have two features in common,

